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LET THEM 
TEACH THEMSELVES 


A STEP IN SOLVING the problem of accidents — 


among teen agers is to persuade that age group 
to participate in accident prevention programs. 
That is the philosophy of the women’s com- 
mittee of the Monmouth County Safety Coun- 
cil, affiliated with the New Jersey Safety Council. 

When the subject of accident prevention 
among teen agers was discussed at a recent 
meeting of the women’s committee, it was the 
unanimous conclusion that too much time was 
spent by parents, civic leaders, and others in 
criticizing the conduct of teen agers. Instead, 
why not get them together, the committee rea- 
soned, and let them carry on their own pro- 
grams in accident prevention. 

Mrs. Frank Hayes, committee chairman, sug- 
gested that a series of radio programs would be 
a practical project by which the idea of actual 
participation could be carried out. Radio sta- 
tion WPLK, Asbury Park, indorsed the idea. 
Mrs. Hayes and Peggy Curtis, representing the 
radio station, found school administrators in 
the area willing to cooperate. 

Before long the teachers in the public and 
parochial schools of eighteen municipalities in 
the county had the teen agers at work writing 
a series of radio scripts. Students in the school 
of journalism at Rutgers University also assisted 
in the preparation of scripts. Close to one hun- 
dred teen agers appeared on the 12-week pro- 
gram. Assisting in the preparation of the scripts 
and participating in the broadcast were organi- 
zations such as the Police Athletic League of 
Red Bank, 4-H Clubs, YMCA’s, and Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout groups. 

“I consider this to be one of the most con- 
centrated safety campaigns ever carried on 
among teen agers in New Jersey,” Mrs. Hayes 
said. 


“Its effectiveness arises from the fact that one 
group of teen agers had to study about safety 
to be able to write the scripts and another 
group handling the broadcasts received a broad 
education in accident prevention.” 
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